FARDALA ML WHERIEE

DULITTP SINGH, the last
malurus of Punfab, comesy
alive, along with & host of
ulhcr forpotten people in
Muviey Sarma’s new novel The
Fuile (Pengun, s 4500, On
the eve of its launch, Sama
suyy that he firet hesrd of the
kot from hismorher,
nearky A0 yenrs ugo, Hut it
wisttt Bl 2000 thiat e stugted
Teading extenxvely ahou the
history of the British Anneys.
Lion of the Punjab,
“HMere o mun whese Hie

p

Maharaja and |2

L)

wikd stch acaiculated execise

by the British — w¢luldhond
beginning with the loss of his
kingdomn, hiv realistion of the
treatmeont meted out o him
by the Hririch wlio bnd
promised totake care ol him
andhiswgent noed mrenim
s b bt amd his peopic |
weiunted o tell the story of this
mian And the Stich penple, 1o
pvevoice tocharuclers
who've boen nothlng but g
foomote in history books,”
says Sama, wio belioves thay

there & nn olbjective lrth, as
histoly iy usuallywiitien by
thase in power losuppress the
truth of those whoaren't,

T challenpe, Sarma says,
was in striikmg a balance be
tween facts and the buman off-
reeneions that e wanted i
portray m the movel “When |
bogan writing in 20005, Tonew
thata third-parson narmtive
would nob work, nefther
wrinhd a non-fickonal penye.
A nevelseemed Lo ke the hest
way totell thsstory," sop
sarna, Itis lold in Duleep
Sk s vodee and that of four
others in such wway rhar each
persnnal take adds Lo thestony
of Daleep Singh and the his-
toryof Punguty, It alsa con
Leins A nsparing comina
tion o Esritish inpe rialisees ws
well is the greed of the Tndiun
princes that fed i The stagy
mowenee, isaboul logs,
abioul bowg separared from
snmethlog thul is rghefulily
weres. Ui exdle i oot unly
from grogrmphieal locations,
it i about the exile within
vnesell, " savs Saro

— Anushree Majuerdar



