Cub of
Punjab

A pognant fictional
tivke on f{ f{(fgj&'ﬂgh

Vineetha Mokkil

HEF EXILE plucks n e rife
wilh fragmdv from the snnale
of ‘Listary and ghves it Getionad

Term. The noval I8 woven
aroane] Duloep Skagh, youngmsat san of
Maharnin Ranjit Singh. The "Hon
hearted' father dare)ed Hindustan
with i might; thi som, whe inherited
e Ungove il the age of fva was dupesd
of hie Kiogcom wnd condemned to a
1 of Jormanent exddile

In the asthor's note to the novel,
Sreom clurifios Uing The Bl han
Eeinap o apl e the emotlonally
chirgad pannnoe: of Daduegp Singh's 1o
Dl i hedd with e ‘cold, baneboned
appronch of history, the wuthor dicid.
aal (o durn G fletton o do the Inel Ma
harnds SF Punjab buszlos

The story unfolts Uirough & geriss
ol firgl peraon acconnta. Dilesp Bingh
Ik bl e liis chitdhood — the oo
rewation of s kingidom by the
Tarttdnh, sepuomition from his morher as
he s takes under British guardian-
ship and converiad o Christiantiy a
woyge o England a1 16 1o musquerads
) &6 i Cougbry
Eguire

“l wantintn
my exile inne-
rantly, almogt
ievnmaly. o
writes. But the
Gely horoliia-
thoins are
Tesped on-him
in England As
the yesrs piss
e realices the
rezl extent af
s Joss, His
Eversion 1o
Chrisarity
WEs A Clever
phoy engh
Teered by the
Briiish io destroy his snibienee oo his
smibiruts. Hiv kingdory was plunderad
by QueEn Vicioria and her Depchran.
"Iirg Fagin That is whet [ ones melied
hes (Gueen Victoria) The higgest pick-
pocket of them ull . Stolen kngdoms,
stoler jewels. Emuselid away {o her by
her loval vicerays, men like Delhousie,
with immecuilste records and pane

L
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gyTice” writes m hitter, wizened |
Drilerp Suph. {84y

Other voloes thas populate e pages
of The Exile include that of ¥aharani
Jindamn, Duleep Singh's indemitabla
mother; Mangls, the quesn's favourite
sleve girl; D John Lagin wiho was ap-
paointed Superintendent of Dulssp
Singh afiey the unnexstion of Punjab,
Arur Singh, the Mahorsjn's dewnoted
servant whe follawed hitn 1o Paris and
Mozcow and Lady Login who oiorted g
strong Influence on Duleap Singh dor
ing hts childhood.

Mangla's desoriptions cepture La-
hore's splendour an well as s down-
fall with Life-like clarity John Lagin,
metloatlons servant of the empice,
ghves vent to imperinl sbxlelies, Maha
ranl Jindan, helpleaze in the foce of his-
tory"s power play, sticks by het son'n
side, spurring him foto tneffective
spurtanf tobvllion

What emarges fiom thie tapoeu ey of
virlows |s thr tnside story of “he maohl
nations of British impecialism in the
1&th century, ae well ns the nabveld of
Indinn rulars and thedr lack of
Prudonce

Toe Mubwruju s tattarad by history
o sy eriel wiys. He ks forond tn
msaairs himselfl agniost tuw luoger
than ite Image of his legemdary fu
e, hae Ly Lalh to the marcy of the colo.
i fal musivrs who hiave robbed him of
kngdom and fadth,

Tha Bxdle priowha thes deptine of the
iing's fractiurad payeho as U eaces his
scarch for o sanae of balanging, Tha
marmative competently Deahes att oro-
elal momemte n hie life — the separa-
Han betwiah the boy klog wed hls
mothar, tha brief eolace he Nads Ly
mauTinge 1o an Abyasinian g,
eplphaniey of losz and fallad pehel
lions, the lnsy, congty days that ha
sheiids as o pelpor In Parls,

A emnsittva exploratics of the pangs
of exile, the noval (£ rich in polgtent
moments though lacking in any new
fevelations.



